
The Third Annual Racial Unity Leadership Summit (RULS) Prayer Retreat is scheduled for 
November 30-December 1, 2018 at Camp Garaywa outside of Jackson, MS.

Who is RULS?

The Racial Unity Leadership Summit is a national collective of church leaders with a vision to a 
vision to be like Jesus Christ, transformed by the Holy Spirit with no confidence in the flesh, but 
anchored in a contemplative community. We look forward to the day God heals the church, the 
body of Christ, from the sin of racism. Our desire is to join Him in that healing.

The mission of RULS is to foster a contemplative community, beginning within Churches of 
Christ and open to all, that will provide spiritual inspiration, theological teachings, and practical 
methods to bring all people, regardless of race, to reconciliation and true communion in Jesus 
Christ. 

The RULS community is built around these five core beliefs:
1.We believe children of God are called to be transformed into the image of Jesus Christ.
2.We believe in the contemplative life as a means of extraordinary teaching and healing.
3.We believe in the sanctifying work of the Holy Spirit.
4.We believe racism is real and exists among us.
5.We believe racism, in all its nefarious expressions, is a sin, essential to expose for 
society’s redemption and our redemption. 



An Invitation to Prayer 

Dear friends,

I want to take this opportunity to greet you with peace in the name of Christ our Lord.  It is slowly 
settling in upon us as a nation that every fragile nerve ending in race relations has been damaged 
and, in some cases, destroyed by the false words and insensitive attitudes expressed through leaders 
of great influence in both the religious and secular domains of our society.  As we look at the national 
landscape bleeding with division the church seems unable to offer a credible voice that can calm the 
dangerously chaotic turmoil that is engulfing the entire nation like a California wildfire.  

This is the year that serves as the 50th anniversary of the assassinations of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 
and Presidential hopeful Robert F. Kennedy.  These two iconic figures in American history both made 
eloquent appeals for peace and justice in a nation that claims to provide liberty and justice for all.  It 
remains a core value of the Racial Unity Leadership Summit that God is the most qualified Consultant 
Christians should seek in the effort to promote love, unity, and peace in the nation in which we have 
our worldly citizenship.

For the past two years people affiliated with the Racial Unity Leadership Summit retreated in 
Memphis, Tennessee as a spiritual community practicing collective stillness and silence in God’s 
Presence.  Gathering around the Holy Scriptures under the Holy Spirit’s guidance we pursued fresh 
insights into ways to qualitatively serve as salt and light in the midst of social and moral deterioration 
clearly observed in the church and society.  We learned that when our communal listening becomes 
God centered our capacity to listen to one another when discussing difficult and divisive issues is 
strengthened. 

Please consider joining us for the Third Annual Racial Unity Leadership Summit Prayer Retreat that 
will take place in Jackson, Mississippi, November 29 – December 1, 2018.  

Someone may ask, why should we engage the spiritual practices when we could spend time “doing” 
something more productive?  The question reminds me of the wise saying that says, “When we work, 
we work!  When we pray, God works!”  We invite you to come to Jackson and join us as we seek to 
hear what the Spirit is saying to the churches in America during this historic moment in human history.  
Once we hear with clarity what God’s will is for this historic hour we are then compelled to 
courageously speak and move with bold action under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit and under the 
lordship of Jesus Christ! 

Blessings and Peace,
Jerry Taylor
RULS National Director 



What to Expect at this Retreat

This is a prayer retreat rooted in contemplative spirituality. Contemplative spirituality emphasizes 
attending to God’s presence and cultivating a greater awareness of the movement of the Holy Spirit. 
This means it comes with a certain degree of unpredictability. As Jesus taught us, “the Spirit blows 
wherever it pleases.” 

What you can expect at this retreat are times of silence, prayer, conversation, and spiritual practices 
designed to tune our minds, hearts, and bodies to the Spirit of God. You can expect to experience 
community alongside others who are passionate about Christ’s ministry of reconciliation through the 
cross.

Our hopeful expectation and intention is that God might use this time together to help us discern 
concrete next steps we can take as individuals, in our churches, in our local communities, in our 
nation, and in the world.

(A complete schedule will be coming soon)

Who Will Be There?

RULS welcomes all people who share our vision and core beliefs. RULS has roots in Churches of 
Christ, so many, though not all, RULS members are leaders within Churches of Christ. This prayer 
retreat is a national gathering, so you can expect church leaders from all over the United States to be 
present.

However, we want to make a special invitation to Mississippi and Memphis-based church leaders for 
this retreat. It is our prayerful hope that this time together might serve as a catalyst for building deeper 
spiritual community among spiritual leaders in the Mississippi/Memphis region in the coming years.

How Can I Spiritually Prepare for this Retreat?

This retreat will incorporate contemplative spiritual disciplines such as silence, solitude, and prayer. If 
you are not already practicing these disciplines, doing so in preparation for this retreat will enrich our 
experience together.

Retreat participants should read Absolute Surrender by Andrew Murray, Never to Leave Us Alone by 
Lewis Baldwin, and The Cost of Discipleship by Dietrich Bonhoeffer. These books will provide a rich 
theological and historical backdrop to our experience.

Finally, retreat participants are encouraged to dwell as individuals and/or in their spiritual communities 
with two passages of scripture: Hebrews 11:1-40 and Matthew 23:29-36.



Pre-Retreat Bus Pilgrimage Experience

As an optional “prelude” to the retreat, Dr. David Fleer will lead a bus pilgrimage experience on 
Thursday, November 29th. We will be visiting sites of significance in the history of Civil Rights in 
Mississippi including the site of Emmett Till’s murder in Money, MS, Jackson State University, and 
Medgar Evers’ home. Dr. David Fleer, from Lipscomb University, has hosted a number of similar trips, 
and we are thrilled he’s willing to share his passion, expertise, and leadership to host this experience 
for RULS.

We want to strongly encourage Mississippi and Memphis-based leaders to take advantage of this 
opportunity. All participants in the bus pilgrimage will be expected to read The Blood of Emmett Till by 
Timothy B. Tyson in advance of the trip.

This is trip is designed to be a pilgrimage and not a tourist trip. A pilgrimage is a meaningful journey 
with a sacred purpose. All pilgrims will be expected to enter this experience with open hearts and 
minds.


